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Hij jas  bin  Kastur i  graduated   f rom   the  Faculty  of  Architecture   (as   i t  was   then  known)  at  
the   Univers i ty   of   Melbourne   with   a   Bachelor   of   Architecture   in   1965,   fo l lowed   by   a  
Diploma  of   Town  &  Regional  Planning   in  1966.    Born   in   Singapore,  Hij jas  was   awarded  
a  prest ig ious  Colombo  Plan   Scholarship   in  1958   to   study   architecture,  which  he  began  
at   the   Univers i ty   of   Adela ide   before   transferr ing   to   Melbourne.     From   his   arr iva l   in  
Malays ia   in  1967,  his   inf luence   in   architectura l  educat ion,   the   architecture  profess ion  
and   the  shaping  of  an  architectura l   ident i ty   for  Malays ia  has  been   inest imable.  
 
He   has  made   an   outstanding   contr ibut ion   to   architecture   in  Malays ia   and   the   region,  
contr ibut ing   to   numerous   i conic   bui ld ings   across   the   country   and   shaping   key   aspects  
of   the   Kuala   Lumpur   skyl ine.     The   s igni f icance   of   Hi j jas ’   ro le   in   the   development   of  
Malays ian  architecture   i s  art icu lated   in   the  book  Recent  Malaysian  Architecture   (2007)  
by   Ngiom,   who   notes   Hij jas   designed   for   the   f i rst   t ime   in   Malays ia   “ in   a   way   that  
carr ied   an   ident i f iab le   s ignature,   l ike   an   art ist  would   …   due   to   strong   art iculat ion   of  
forms,   the   pract ice ’s   bui ld ings   became   i conic   landmarks   [and]   Hij jas   Kastur i   …  
probably  Malays ia ’s   f i rs t  architect  hero.”  
 
His  work   has   been   recognised   by   numerous   awards.    Amongst   a   number   of   awards   for  
part icular   bui ld ings ,   he   received   a   PAM   (Malays ian   Inst i tute   of   Architects)   Excel lence  
Award   (2000)   for   the   Secur it ies   Commiss ion   Headquarters   Bui ld ing   in   Kuala   Lumpur.    
Most   notably   his   contr ibut ion   to   the   visual   arts   (archi tecture)   has   been   recognised  
with   an  ASEAN  Award   (1990)   and   the   12th   Toyko   Creat ion  Award   in   1998.     In   2001,   he  
was   awarded   the   PAM   Gold   Medal ,   the   Malays ian   profess ion’s   highest   accolade,   for  
his  extraordinary  contr ibut ion  Malays ian  architecture.  
 
Hij jas ’   contr ibut ion   to   architectural   educat ion   has   been   very   important .     He   was  
instrumental   in   establ ish ing   Malays ia ’s   f i rst   profess ional   degree   in   architecture   at  
MARA   Inst i tute  of  Technology   f rom  1967,  before   sett ing  up   in  private  pract ice   in  1969  
with   Arkitek   Bersekutu   (Archi tects ’   Col laborat ive) .     In   1977,   he   formed   Hi j jas   Kastur i  
Associates   Sdn   (HKAS) .     His   vis ion   for   architectura l   educat ion,   in   the   combinat ion   of  
arts   and   technology,   has   also   found   ready   express ion   in   his   robust   des igns   that  
explore   both   technological   chal lenge   and   the   art is try   of   form.     Hij jas   has   conscious ly  
sought   to   des ign  within   the  Malays ian   cultura l   context   in   a   sophist icated  manner:     as  
he   puts   i t   “reconci l [ ing]   form   and   funct ion   within   cultura l   cont inuity .”     His   endur ing  
interest   in   structure   and   mater ia ls   i s   ev ident   in   such   landmark   high ‐r ises   as   Tabung  
Haj i ,   KL   (1984) ,  Menara  Apera ‐ULG,   KL   (1984)   and  Menara  Maybank,   KL   (1989).    More  
recent ly ,  Menara   Telekom,   KL   (2002),   proudly   cont inues   the   f i rm’s   tradit ion   of   design  
virtuos ity .  
 
Hij jas   has   mainta ined   his   connect ion   with   the   Faculty   of   Architecture,   Bui ld ing   &  
Planning   through   regular   return   vis i ts   and   foster ing   the   f ledg l ing   careers   of   new  
Melbourne   graduates   through  work   exper ience   or   cont inuing   posit ions.    He   cont inues  
to   act ively   engage   in   architectura l   educat ion   through   occas ional   lectures   and   as   an  
external   examiner   in   Malays ia .     His   contr ibut ion   to   the   arts   in   the   region   i s   also  
enormously   important ,   part icular ly   through   his   centre   for   architecture,   creat ive   arts  
and  nature  conservat ion  at  his  property  Rimbun  Dahan.  
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Hij jas   bin   Kastur i   has   made   a   s igni f icant   and   las t ing   art ist ic ,   environmental ,  
technological   and   profess ional   contr ibut ion   to   architecture   and   ident i ty   in  Malays ia .    
He   i s   a   f i t t ing   ambassador   for   the   success   of   the   Colombo   Plan   and   i ts   educat ion   of  
the   future   leaders  of   the  profess ions   in  Asia,  and   the  Univers i ty  of  Melbourne’s  proud  
role   in   that  endeavour .  
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