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“What drove me was: what was I really 
loving? How could I help the people 
around me? How interesting was this 
world that I was investigating? How could I 
help protect it and work with other people 
to do so? But it’s not about any individual 
doing more. It’s about all of us as a 
collective, working together. It’s about 
building the resilience and connectivity 
and the ambition to save what we have. 

If we can steep the values of honesty and 
integrity and equity and diversity and 
wanting the best for everybody into the 
way we do science ... then we will have 
some hope.

Hold on to what you can, save what you 
can. There is such beauty in this world.” 

PROFESSOR EMMA JOHNSTON, 2025



Guests are invited to share memories or reflections of Professor Johnston’s life and legacy in an online 
condolence book unimelb.edu.au/emma-johnston-condolences.
In lieu of flowers, tributes to remember Emma and continue her legacy may be made in the form of contributions 
to the Professor Emma Johnston Fund. communityfoundation.org.au/professor-emma-johnston-fund/
This fund has been established by Emma’s family within the Australian Communities Foundation.
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