Semester 1 2020 Subjects and the Calculation of Weighted Average Marks

Academic Board Resolution - made by the President of the Board under the Academic
Board Regulation s(7) (1) (b)

In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, a revised method for including first semester 2020 subjects in the
Weighted Average Mark (WAM) will be introduced.

Results from Semester 1, 2020 subjects will not be included in the calculation of a student’s Weighted
Average Mark (WAM) unless the mark achieved for the subject is equal to or higher than the WAM the

student had achieved at the beginning of the semester.

The revised WAM calculation will apply as follows, noting the following arrangements and exceptions:

1. The WAM for programs that comprise 50 points or less in total will be calculated using normal
practice, as a benchmark WAM based on prior study in that program for a student cannot be
established.

2. No first semester 2020 subject will be included in the WAM calculation for a student who has yet to
complete 50 points of study in their enrolled program prior to 2020, as a benchmark WAM for the
student in that program cannot be established (this applies to students not covered by exception (1)
above).

3. For the Bachelors (Honours) program, subjects that receive a weighted mark below a student’s entry
WAM for that program will be excluded from the WAM calculation. For the avoidance of doubt, a
student’s entry WAM, in this context, is the WAM presented by the student to meet the selection
resolution for that program, not the minimum WAM required for selection into the program. This
applies to students who have commenced their Bachelor Honours year in semester 1, semester 2020.

4. All subject scores will be recorded on the transcript.
i. Where the result does not contribute to the WAM, it will be recorded against a new code. This
code makes it clear that the subject is excluded from the WAM because of COVID-19.

5. At the conclusion of their studies, students can request that all results recorded against the COVID-19
code be included in the WAM calculation. Any such subjects will then be coded as per usual practice.

6. The revised WAM calculation does not apply to any subjects in Higher Degrees by Research.

Approval

Written and approved by Professor Nilss Olekalns (President, Academic Board) (made under
Academic Board Regulation s(7) (1) (b)

Consultation with: Professor Janet Hergt, Professor Andrew Kenyon and Penelope Pepperell
Date: 14 April 2020
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